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Public  Health  Department, 

Main  Street, 

Coatbridge. 

August,  1960. 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  and 

The  Provost,  Magistrates  and  Councillors 

of  the  Burgh  of  Coatbridge. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Public  Health  of  the  Burgh  for  the  year  1959. 

The  general  state  of  the  public  health  is  satisfactory.  The  high 
birth  rate  associated  with  a comparatively  low  infant  mortality  rate 
and  overall  death  rate  gives  a steadily  increasing  population  with 
corresponding  increased  demands  on  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

Deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  remain  low. 

Less  satisfactory  is  the  fact  that  deaths  from  accidents  in  the 
home,  in  the  main  preventable  by  a little  care  and  foresight,  equal 
in  number  the  combined  deaths  from  tuberculosis  and  epidemic 
diseases. 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  show  little  decrease  from  last 

year. 

I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  continued  support  of 
the  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  of  the  willing  co-oper- 
ation given  me  by  the  Heads  of  other  Departments  and  their  staffs. 

Finally  I would  extend  my  gratitude  to  all  members  of  the  staff  . 
of  the  Health  Department  without  whose  enthusiastic  assistance  and 
endeavour  such  results  would  not  have  been  obtained. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  RODGER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STAFF. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

WILLIAM  RODGER,  M.B.,  Crf.B.,  D.P.H. 

ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
MYRGS.RET  R.  FARRELL,  L.R.C.P,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S.,  D.P.H. 

SUPERINTENDENT  NURSING  OFFICER. 

Miss  C.  A.  SMITH,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N.,  H.V. 

HEALTH  VISITORS. 

Miss  M.  Frame,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N.,  H.V. 

Mrs.  M.  Hartie,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Mrs.  C.  McDonald,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Miss  L.  Hanlon,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Miss  H.  Ballingall,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N.,  H.V. 

Miss  C.  Hendrie,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N.,  H.V. 

*Miss  J.  Robinson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

“Miss  A.  Brown,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N.,  H.V. 

‘Appointed  1/5/59. 

“Appointed  13/7/59. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIVES. 

Mrs.  H.  Russell,  9 Fullarton  Street. 

Mrs.  J.  Kesson,  15  Viewfield  Road. 

Miss  C.  Murray,  1 Dunrobin  Place. 

Miss  C.  McCann,  7a  Langloan  Crescent. 

Mrs.  E.  Paterson,  7 Dunottar  Avenue. 

*Miss  S.  Hill,  56  Craigend  Drive. 

Miss  M.  Brady,  42  Lomond  Road. 

“Miss  E.  Taylor,  103  Gartsherrie  Road. 

“‘Mrs.  S.  Stewart,  79  Corsewall  Street. 

‘Retired  30/4/59. 

“Appointed  1/10/59. 

‘“Appointed  1/11/59. 

CLERICAL  STAFF. 

Miss  E.  Ferguson. 

‘Mrs.  I.  Gilchrist. 

Mrs.  E.  Dabbs. 

Miss  M.  Young. 

Miss  A.  Callison. 

“Miss  M.  Forsyth. 

“‘Miss  H.  Osborne. 

Mrs.  E.  Hughes  (Part-Time  Welfare  Foods). 

‘Retired  28/2/59. 

“Appointed  3/3/59. 

‘“Appointed  21/12/59, 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1959. 


Area 3613  acres. 

Population  53,754 

Inhabited  houses  14,873 


No. 

Regd.  in 
Area 

Transfers 

No.  corrected  for  Transfers 

Rate  per 
1000 

Out 

In 

Both  Sexes 

M. 

of  list.  Pop 
Both  Sexes 

Live  Births 
(includ.  illeg.) 

493 

6 

838 

1,325 

676 

649 

24  6 

Live  Births 
(illegitimate)  .... 

12 

_ 

27 

39 

23 

- 16 

■29 

Still  Births 

2 

— 

21 

23 

10 

13 

* 17 

Marriages 

356 

— 

— 

— 

66 

Deaths 
All  causes 

544 

163 

172 

553 

308 

245 

* 10-3 

Tuberculosis 
(All  forms) 

5 

5 

009 

Tuberculosis 

(Resp.  System) 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

009 

Principal 

Epidemic  Dis(n ) 

— 

. 

— 

2 

2 

0 04 

Children  aged 
under  One  Year 

31 

17 

14 

<23 

„ Four  Weeks 

— 

— 

— 

18 

10 

8 

H4 

Deaths  from 
accidents  in  the 

home. 

— 

7 

3 

4 

513 

(T  Typhoid  fever,  meningococcal  infections,  scarlet  fever 
whooping-cough,  diphtheria,  influenza  and  measles. 

(*).  Per  100  live  births. 

(*).  Per  1000  total  births  (including  still-births). 

(*).  Per  1000  live  births. 

(5)  Per  100,000  population. 

* Rate  adjusted  for  Age  and  Sex  Distribution— 12  5. 


DEATHS  FROM  NON-INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Heart  Disease 
Circulatory  Diseases 
Bronchitis 

Respiratory  Diseases 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Malignant  Neoplasms 
Old  Age 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System 
Diabetes  Mellitus 
Nephritis 


No. 

Rate  per 
1000  of 
Population 

191 

3.S2 

14 

0.28 

26 

0.52 

1 1 

0.22 

70 

1.40 

SS 

1.76 

7 

0.14 

6 

0.12 

4 

0.08 

5 

o.io 
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DEATHS  FROM  LUNG  CANCER. 


YEAR 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

1951 

6 

2 

8 

1952 

5 

1 

6 

1953 

5 

2 

7 

1954 

5 

3 

8 

1955 

6 

- 

6 

1956 

7 

1 

8 

1957 

9 

— 

9 

1958 

23 

3 

26 

1959 

16 

4 

20 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

STILL-BIRTHS. 

2 still-births  were  legisterecl  under  the  Registration  of  Still-births 
(Scotland)  Act,  1938,  as  having  occurred  within  the  Burgh,  and  the 
probable  cause  of  death  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  table. 

CAUSES  OR  PROBABLE  CAUSES  OF 
STILL-BIRTH. 

Anencephaly  1 

Meningocele  1 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  was  31  — 
17  males  and  14  females — giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  23, 
which  compares  with  the  figure  of  28‘4  for  the  whole  of  Scotland. 

18  of  the  total  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  4 weeks  old 

DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 

Year  N.imber  of  Deaths  Rate  per  1,000  of  Live  Births 


1949 

52 

50 

1950 

61 

57 

1951 

59 

54 

1952 

47 

41 

1953 

39 

34 

1954 

38 

33 

1955 

48 

38 

1956 

43 

34 

1957 

48 

36 

1958 

32 

23 

1959 

31 

23 

The  chief  causes  of  death  of  children  under  one  year  were — 
Congenital  malformations,  2;  Birth  Injury  and  Atchcta'is,  15; 
Pneumonia,  8- 
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DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  BETWEEN  ONE  andFIVE  YEARS 


Causes 

Number  of  Deaths 

Neoplasm 

2 

General  Disease  .... 

1 

Nervous  System 

1 

Pneumonia  

: 3 

Bronchitis 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

Congenital  Malformation 

1 

Violence 

1 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  no  deaths  attributable  to  puerperal  causes. 

The  Table  below  indicates  the  figures  for  the  past  10  years. 


Year 

Number  of  Deaths 

Rate  per  1 ,003  of 

1950 

0 

0.0 

1951 

0 

0.0 

1952 

0 

0.0 

1953 

0 

0.0 

1954 

1 

0.87 

1955 

0 

0.0 

1956 

0 

0.0 

1957 

2 

1.5 

1958 

0 

0.0 

1959 

1 

0.75 
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LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  FUNCTIONS. 

1 — CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

T*vo  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  two  combined  ante  and  post- 
natal clinics  are  held  weekly  at  the  Health  Department.  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  are  staffed  by  Local  Health  Authority  personnel, 
while  the  ante-and  post-natal  clinics  are  conducted  by  a Medical 
Officer  from  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  Local  Authority 
supplying  the  nursing  and  clerical  staff.  These  ante-and  post- 
natal clinics  are,  in  fact,  out-patient  departments  of  Bellshill 
Maternity  Hospital. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  also  held  weekly  at  Townhead, 
Kirkwood  and  Rosehall,  as  are  ante-natal  clinics  for  Domiciliary 
Cases,  the  latter  being  staffed  by  Domiciliary  Midwives. 

Clinic  attendances  still  increase,  indicating  the  appreciation  of 
the  work  carried  out  there  with  particular  reference  to  the  young 
mothers  of  the  population. 

During  the  year  531  maternity  outfits  were  issued. 

Dental  Care. 

Negotiations  are  still  proceeding  with  the  Education  Authority 
of  the  County  of  Lanark  to  implement  the  original  proposals  under 
Section  22  of  the  Act,  but  shortage  of  Dental  Officers  continues  to 
hamper  completion  of  these  arrangements. 

Expectant  and  nursing  mothers  are  meantime  referred  to  a 
Dentist  of  their  own  choice  and  the  charge  to  the  patient,  where 
dent^u?S  are  required,  is  met  by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

Children  seen  at  Clinics  or  in  the  home  and  thought  to  be  in 
need  of  dental  care  are  again  referred  to  a dentist  of  their  own  choice. 

Local  General  Dental  Practitioners  have  agreed  to  give  some 
measure  of  priority  to  the  groups  mentioned  above. 

Welfare  Foods. 

Welfare  Foodi,  i.e.,  National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil, 
Orange  Juice  and  Vitamin  Tablets  are  distributed  daily  from  the 
Health  Department,  Main  Street,  and  during  Clinic  sessions  at  the 
other  Clinics. 
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Issues  in  1959  are  as  tabulated: — 


Nat  Dr.  Milk  Cod  Liver  Oil 

Vit.  Tabs. 

Orange  Jui 

(Tins) 

(Bottles) 

(Packets) 

(Bottles) 

January 

3234 

689 

181 

2488 

February 

2545 

678 

191 

2491 

March  .... 

2625 

561 

163 

2216 

April 

2640 

471 

146 

2052 

May 

3272 

655 

180 

2994 

June 

2642 

545 

161 

2466 

July 

2480 

349 

136 

2177 

August  .... 

2907 

561 

195 

3010 

September 

2272 

596 

152 

2299 

October 

2812 

801 

177 

2847 

November 

2107 

642 

124 

2187 

December 

2154 

515 

101 

1859 

31690 

7063 

1907 

29086 
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2. — MIDWIFERY. 

Domiciliary  full-time  Midwifery  Services  obtain  in  the  Burgh 
with  an  establishment  of  8 midwives. 

All  of  the  m’dwives  have  been  trained  in  the  use  of  Gas  and 
Air  Analgesia  and  Pethidine,  and  4 sets  of  Minnitt  Analgesia 
Apparatus  have  been  available  for  use  throughout  the  year.  All 
the  midwives  have  been  trained  in  the  administration  of  Trilene. 

MIDWIVES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1951. 

No  emergencies  were  attended  by  Medical  Practitioners. 

GENERAL  REPORT  ON  THE  WORKING  OF 
THE  ACT. 

The  Serices  under  Section  23  of  the  National  Health  Service 
(Scotland)  Act,  1947,  have  functioned  satisfactorily  during  the  year 
and  there  are  no  points  of  importance  to  remark  on. 

Statistics  of  this  service  are  as  shown  in  table  on  pages  21  and  22 

3— HEALTH  VISITING. 

8 Health  Visitors  were  employed  in  the  Service  during  the  year. 
The  Health  Visitors  staff  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  the  Ante-natal 
Clinics  conducted  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and  attend  the 
Tuberculosis  Clinic  Sessions.  They  also  staff,  in  rotation,  the 
Artificial  Sunlight  Clinics  held  at  the  Health  Department.  For  the 
purpose  of  Health  Visiting  and  Tuberculosis  Visiting  the  town  is 
divided  into  districts  for  each  of  which  one  Health  Visitor  is 
responsible  for  all  types  of  visits  paid  in  that  District. 

Some  visitation  of  the  elderly  has  been  dene  by  the  Health 
Visitors  but  this  has,  of  necessity,  been  limited  by  staff  shortages 
and  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a high  standard  of  child  visitation 
in  no  way  decreased  by  the  high  birth  rate  obtaining  locally. 

Statistics  re  the  above  Service  are  as  shown  in  table  on  page  23. 
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4 — HOME  NURSING. 

The  services  provided  under  Section  25  of  the  National  Health 
Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947,  are  fulfilled  by  contract  with  the 
Local  Branch  of  the  District  Nursing  Association.  Seven  full- 
time District  Nurses  were  employed  in  the  Coatbridge  Area  during 
Ihe  year.  The  following  Table  indicates  the  main  types  of  cases 
treated  by  Home  Nurses  during  the  year.  Many  of  these  would 
have  required  hospital  treatment  except  for  the  existence  of  this 
Service.  Approximately  51%  cases  attended  were  aged  over  65 
years,  while  approximately  57%  of  all  visits  were  paid  to  these  age 
groups. 

TABLE. 

1 . Accidents  

2.  Anaemia  

3.  Cancer  

4.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

5.  Diabetes  

6.  Gynaecology 

7.  Varicose  Ulcers  

8.  Rheumatism  

9.  Tuberculosis  (Strept.) 

10.  Senility  

1 1 . Miscellaneous  

5. — DOMESTIC  HELP. 

This  Service,  administered  by  the  Welfare  Department  on 
behalf  of  the  Health  Department,  was  maintained  to  the  Community 
during  the  year.  As  in  previous  years,  the  chief  beneficiaries  were 
the  elderly  of  the  Community  who  accounted  for  75%  of  the  cases 
attended. 

Domestic  Help. 

(1).  Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year  222 


(a)  Whole-time 

Nil 

( b ) Part-time  

222 

(c)  Retaining-Fee  basis  

Nil 

(11). 

Number  of  Cases  for  which  Helps  were  provided 
during  the  year  

553 

(111). 

Number  of  Cases  in  (11)  provided  on  account  of 
confinement: — 

{a)  At  Home  

9 

(b)  In  Hospital  

1 

21 

...  410 

41 
132 

....  178 

5 

46 

11 

....  132 

....  110 
....  876 


11 

6.— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 
IMMUNISATION. 

Facilities  for  Immunisation  are  available  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinics,  held  in  the  Health  Department,  Main  Street,  at  Townhead 
Clinic,  Lomond  Road.  Kirkwood  Clinic,  Craigend  Drive,  and 
Rosehall  Clinic,  Whifflet,  and  a reminder  in  the  form  of  a birthday 
card  is  sent  to  each  child  not  immunised  at  his/her  first  birthday, 
while  Health  Visitors  at  their  visits  continue  to  stress  the  necessity 
of  maintaining  a high  standard  of  immunisation  amongst  the 
population  at  risk.  During  the  year  577  children  were  immunised 
against  Diphtheria  and  48  received  maintenance  inoculations,  of 
these  338  and  37  respectively  were  inoculated  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Centres. 

Age  groupings  are  as  tabulated  in  the  following  Table. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATIONS,  1959. 


Year  of  Birth 

No.  of  Children 
who  completed 

No.  of  Mainten- 

of Persons 

course  during 

ance  Inoculations 

1959 

during  1959 

1959 

64 

— 

1958 

399 

— 

1957 

61 

— 

1956 

19 

— 

1955 

11 

6 

1954 

11 

29 

1953 

4 

10 

1952 

4 

— 

1951 

1 

2 

1950 

2 

— 

1949 

— 

— 

1948 

1 

! 1 

1947 

— 

— 

1946 

— 

— 

1945 

— 

— 

1944  or  earlier 

— 

— 

VACCINATION. 

Statistics  of  Vaccinations  carried  out  in  the  area  by  General 
Practitioners  and  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  held  in  the  Health 
Department,  Main  Street,  at  Townhead  Clinic,  Lomond  Road, 
Kirkwood  Clinic,  Craigend  Drive,  and  Rosehall  Clinic,  Whifflet, 
are  detailed  in  the  following  table. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX,  1959. 

Return  for  period  1st  January,  1959  to  31st  December,  1959. 
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Number  of  persons 
specially  reported 
during  period 
because  of  actual 
or  alleged 
complication  of 
vaccination 

II  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i M 1 1 1 j 

1 

m 

-a 

q 

M 

<D 

M. 

b£> 

a 

u 

~ a 

T> 

4) 

rt 

a 

u 

rt 

> 

0) 

t/i 

C 

c 

« 

c 

o 

a> 

Xi 

s 

£ 

c 

— O 
C rt  Z 
^ O 03 

— o 
v-< 

i i i i i i ri  i i i i i i r 

Reaction 
greatest  at 
2nd-3rd  day 

i i i i i i i ii  i ii  i i r 

Accelerated 
(vaccinoid) 
reaction 
5th-7th  day 

i i i i i i i i i i i 11  i r 

t>  1 

Typical 
vaccinia 
greatest  at 
7th-10th  day 

1 1 1 1 lN 1" l~§ 

si 

Number  of  persons  primarily  vaccinated  during  period  1 

No 

local 

reaction 

8”  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 -|  Mil  1 1 

^ !! 

Reaction 
greatest  at 
2nd-3rd  day 

1 1 1 II  1 1 1 1 II  II  1 1 1 

i 

Accelerated 
(vaccinoid) 
reaction 
5th-7th  day 

1 1 II  1 II  I!  II  II  II  1 

480  1 

Typical 
vaccinia 
greatest  at 
7th-10ih  day 

trtr^OOC^CO<MCci(NCO(MC't  |h  1 1 a> 

<0  r>  111 

C^l  «— • 

Year  of 
Birth 
of 

Persons 

O 

0*;  CC  1C  Tf  CC  M - C a X (C  »C  rf  ^ 

m io  ic  io  m io  i o ic  m T,-  rj-  n-  v ^ 

O)  05  CJ3  O')  05  O'y  O'.  05  75  05  05  G5  05  05  05  « 

C 

TOTALS  1 

13 


POLIOMYELITIS. 

At  the  beginning  of  1959  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  was 
available  to  children  from  6 months  of  age,  to  adults  of  25  years, 
to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  other  special  groups. 

During  the  year  6869  people  received  their  third  injection, 
7961  received  two  injections  and  84  received  one  injection. 

Only  12%  of  the  16 — 25  age  group  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  of  be:ng  vaccinated  against  Poliomyelitis,  while 
78%  of  the  under  15  year  group  have  been  vaccinated. 

ARTIFICIAL  SUNLIGHT  CLINIC. 

Two  afternoon  sessions  of  the  Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic  are 
held  each  week  under  the  supervision  of  a Health  Visitor.  Patients 
attending  these  Clinics  are  referred  by  the  General  Practitioners, 
from  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  or  School  Medical  Clinics.  During 
the  year  87  first  visits  and  1 1 55  re-visits  were  made.  Patients 
attended  chiefly  for  rheumatic  conditions,  arthritis,  fibrositis, 
general  debility  and  sub-standard  physical  states. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 
AFTER-CARE. 

(a)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

42  cases  of  respiratory  and  1 case  of  non-respiratory  tuber- 
culosis were  notified  during  the  year,  of  these  39  respiratory  and 
1 non-respiratory  were  confirmed. 

The  death  rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  0.09  per 
thousand,  which  compares  with  the  figure  of  0.26  per  thousand  for 
1958,  the  preliminary  figure  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  being — 0.11 
per  thousand. 

Tpe  bed  state  remained  satisfactory  throughout  the  year,  the 
waiting  time  be:ng  nil. 

26  families,  in  which  one  or  more  members  were  suffering  from 
the  disease,  were  re-housed  during  the  year. 

A contact  clinic  was  held  twice  per  month  throughout  the  year, 
the  attendance  being  as  follows: — 

First  Visits  ....  ....  ....  122 

Re-Visits  108, 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination,  1959. 


Group 

Tuberculin 

tested 

Negative 

reactors 

Vaccinate  d 
during  1959 

(m) 

(H 

(M) 

(F) 

(M) 

(F) 

(1) 

Nurses 

— 

40 

— 

6 

— 

— 

(2) 

Medical  Students  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(3) 

Contacts 

92 

95 

89 

91 

85 

85 

(4) 

Special  Groups  not 
included  in  (1)  to  (3) 
above : — 

(a)  School  leavers 

339 

395 

286 

321 

2S6 

321 

(b)  New  born  babies 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(r)  Students 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S) 

Others 

5 

7 

3 

4 

. — 

— 

(b) — EPILEPTICS  AND  SPASTICS. 

Where  Epileptics  and  Spastics  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Health 
Department,  the  Health  Visitor  concerned  maintains  observation, 
depending  on  the  individual  case,  the  Welfare  Department  being 
introduced  where  necessary. 

(c)— CHIROPODY. 

A morning  and  afternoon  session  is  held  on  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays,  when  attention  is  given  to  the  elderly.  Treatment  is 
free  and  by  appointment  only,  and  the  service  is  staffed  on  a rota 
basis  by  fully  qualified  local  Chiropodists. 

During  the  year  1,114  treatments  were  given,  316  males  and 
798  females. 


(d) — HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

The  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education  continued  to  give 
valuable  assistance  during  the  year  in  the  form  of  lectures,  leaflets 
and  pamphlets,  while  Health  Visitors  take  every  opportunity  of 
stressing  measures  for  the  prevention  of  accidents,  especially  in  the 
home. 


CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  349  cases  of  infectious  diseases  (excluding 
Tuberculosis)  were  notified.  This  figure  shows  a decrease  of  23  on 
the  figure  for  1958,  the  decrease  being  chiefly  in  the  incidence  of 
dysentery  and  pneumonia. 
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Details  of  the  major  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  are  as 
follows. 

Dysentery.  21  cases  were  notified,  17  being  removed  to 
hospital.  No  deaths  occurred. 

Erysipeias.  7 cases  were  notified,  5 being  removed  to  hospital. 
No  deaths  occurred. 

Pneumonia.  195  cases  came  to  notice  during  the  year,  192 
being  removed  to  hospital.  41  deaths  occurred. 

Poliomyelitis.  1 case  was  notified  during  the  year,  and  was 
removed  to  hospital.  No  deaths  occurred. 

Puerperal  Fever.  I case  occurred  and  was  removed  to  hospital. 
No  deaths  occurred. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  1 case  occurred  and  was  removed  to 
hospital.  No  deaths  occurred. 

Scarlet  Fever.  35  cases  were  notified,  26  being  removed  to 
hospital.  No  deaths  occurred. 

Whooping  Cough.  69  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified, 
2 of  which  were  removed  to  hospital.  No  deaths  occurred. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


There  are  two  Clinics  held  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  disease, 

one  at  Coathill  Hospital  and  one 

at  Oak  Lodge,  Hamilton.  Dr. 

Leslie  E.  Hamilton,  Consultant 

Venereologist,  has  supplied  the 

following  information  of  the  work  of  his  Department 
Coatbridge  patients  are  concerned  for  the  year  1959: — 

so  far  as 

New  Cases. 

Males 

Females 

Syphilis  

.... 

- 

Gonorrhoea  

1 

- 

Non-specific  urethritis  

4 

i 

Other  venereal  conditions 

3 

1 

Non-venereal  conditions 

2 

1 

Total  Attendances 

Males  

. Ill 

Females  

9 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Statistics  under  appropriate  headings  are  appended  with  figures 


for  1958  shown  for  comparison: — 

1958  1959 

Number  of  Lunatics  admitted  to  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  16  30 

Number  of  Voluntary  Patients  admitted  to  Hospital  ...  47  45 

Number  oi  Lunatics  on  Licence  or  Probation 

Number  o.  Lunatics  under  Guardianship  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Number  oi  Mental  Derectives  admitted  to  Certified 

Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 2 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  placed  under  Guardianship  14  17 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  placed  during  year  ...  ...  — 2 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  on  Licence  from  Institution 


The  Senior  Occupational  Centre  for  Mental  Defectives 
continued  to  function  at  Rose’nall  Institute,  Coatbridge.  This 
Centre,  catering  for  both  sexes,  is  open  daily  from  Monday  to 
Friday  inclusive,  from  10  a.m.  until  3 p.m.,  the  average  daily  attend- 
ance being  13. 

WORK  UNDER  NURSERIES  AND  CHILD 
MINDERS’  REGULATION  ACT,  1948. 

No  applications  were  received  and  no  Certificates  are  in  force 
under  this  Act. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

In  the  Burgh  of  Coatbridge,  the  School  Health  Services  are 
administered  and  carried  out  by  the  Lanarkshire  County  Council 
in  terms  of  tlaeir  duties  under  the  Education  Act. 

FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Details  of  the  work  done,  with  reference  to  the  supply  of  milk, 
ice  cream,  meat  and  other  foods,  is  to  be  found  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report.  No  medical  examinations  of  Trade  Employees 
were  carried  out  under  the  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948. 

FOOD  HYGIENE. 

Inspection  of  food  premises  was  continued  throughout  the 
year  and  advice  given  where  necessary  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Staff.  Information  re  the  proper  conditions  for  Food  Hygiene  was 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  public  by  means  of  posters,  etc., 
during  the  year. 

The  Food  Hygiene  (Scotland)  Regulations  were  introduced 
during  the  year  and  a public  meeting  was  called  of  Food  Traders 
in  the  town  and  was  addressed  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
under  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Tiiis  meeting  was  comparatively  well  attended  and  questions 
from  the  audience  were  answered  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  who  in 
addition  drew  the  attention  of  the  Traders  to  the  various  require- 
ments as  laid  d swn  in  the  above  Regulations  and  summarised  in 
pamphlet  and  book  form.  Th;  existing  situation  is  as  detailed 
in  the  Sanitary 'Inspector's  Annual  Report. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

No  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  was  reported  during  the  year. 

NUTRITION. 

Health  Visitors,  during  home  visits  and  Clinics,  continued  to 
be  the  chief  medium  for  the  spread  of  knowledge  on  this  subject. 
Their  efforts  have  been  supplemented  by  posters,  pamphlets  and 
food  demonstrations. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

The  Local  Authority  maintains  three  homes  for  elderly  people 
at  Merrystonc  House,  Woodnde  House  and  Kenilworth  House. 
No  special  medical  supervision  is  maintained  by  the  Local 
Authority,  each  resident  consulting  his/her  own  doctor  as  required. 

Tnere  are  no  other  homes  in  the  area  under  Section  37  of  the 
Act.  No  action  was  necessary  under  Sections  47,  48  or  50  of  the 
Act. 


NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION. 

(SCOTL  AND)  ACT,  1938. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act  and  no  Certificates 
are  in  force. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT. 

During  the  year  plans  were  submitted  for  the  introduction  of  a 
smoke  control  area  in  Shawhcad  in  the  South-west  part  of  the 
town,  covering  an  area  of  approximately  105  acres.  This  order 
was  confirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  November,  1959,  to 
become  operative  in  August,  1960. 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  Burgh  by  the  Airdrie,  Coatbridge  and 
District  Water  Board.  Since  the  opening  of  the  Daer  Valley 
Scheme  supplies  of  water  have  been  ample  for  the  needs  of  the 
town.  Periodic  examination  of  the  water  has  proved  it  fit  at  all 
times  for  human  consumption. 
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PUBLIC  BATHS. 

Samples  of  bath  water  taken  at  regular  intervals  throughout 
the  year  have  all  proved  satisfactory. 

SUPERANNUATION. 

83  persons,  57  males  and  26  females,  were  medically  examined 
for  the  purpose  of  Superannuation. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1947. 
LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES,  1959. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(a).  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Service. 
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( e ) Number  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered  by  midwives  in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year 
(including  cases  attended  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary  cases) 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  delivery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  253 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  delivery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

(vii.)  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  31st  December,  1959  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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HOSPITAL  ADMISSIONS  AND  DISCHARGES  (RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS). 

IV. — Number  of  patients  admitted  to,  discharged  from  or  dying  in  Tuberculosis  Hospitals, 
Sanatoria  or  wards  in  other  Hospitals  reserved  for  the  treatment  of  the  tuberculous. 
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VII. — Number  of  cases  confirmed  to  be  suffering  from  active 
non-respiratory  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  (excluding  transfers  in). 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Return  of  Cases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  notified  from  1st  January,  1959,  to  31st  December,  1959. 
Number  of  Cases  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  accepted  by  him  as  suffering  from  the  stated  disease. 
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